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vow he observed with the utmost fidelity his whole life.   In his study he
had an image of the Mother of God before his eyes, round which were
represented the mysteries of our redemption; and in the midst of his most
profound studies, his frequent ejaculations to God were so ardent, that in
them he frequently went into raptures.   How desirous soever he appeared
to become learned, his zeal to become a saint was much greater.   By virtue
he sanctified all his studies, by his progress in learning he was the admira-
tion of his masters, and for the purity of his life he was regarded as a
miracle of sanctity.    He constantly attended at the midnight office in
St Martin's Church, and after that was over, spent some hours there in
prayer, heard early mass in the morning, and then repaired to the public
school without taking food or rest.   He went to vespers every day; studies,
works of charity, holy meditation, and private prayer took up the rest of
his time.   He fasted much, and every Friday on bread and water; wore a
hair shirt and mortified his senses in everything.   Allowing very little for
his own necessities, he employed in alms the rest of the money which he
received for his own uses.    He seldom ate above once a day, and then
very sparingly, slept on the bare floor, or on a bench, and for thirty years
never undressed himself to sleep and never lay down on a bed, though he
had one in his room, decently covered, in order to conceal his austerities.
After matins, at midnight, he usually continued his meditation and prayer
till morning, and very rarely slept any more; if he did, it was only leaning
his head against the wall as he knelt or sat a little while.    Many years
before he was in holy orders, he said every day the priest's office, with
salutations of the wounds of our Divine Redeemer and a meditation on his
sufferings.    After he had gone through a course of the liberal arts and
mathematics, and had taken the degree of master of arts, he was employed
six years in teaching those sciences, especially the mathematics.   He seemed
one night to see his mother in a dream, who, pointing to certain geometrical
figures before him, asked him what all that signified ? and bade him rather
make the adorable Trinity the object of his studies.    From that time he
gave himself up entirely to the study of theology.   He interpreted the holy
scriptures some time at Paris.   It was his custom always to kiss that divine
book out of religious respect as often as he took it into his hands.   As soon
as he was ordained priest he began to preach with wonderful unction and
fruit.    Even the lectures which he delivered in school, and his ordinary
discourse, were seasoned with heavenly sentiments of the divine love and
praises, and breathed a spirit of God which extremely edified all that were
present.   Several of his auditors and scholars became afterwards eminent
for sanctity and learning.    Seven left his school in one day to take the
Cistercian habit; one of whom was Stephen, afterwards abbot of Clairvaux
and founder of the Bernardins at Paris.

Returning to England, he was the first that taught Aristotle1* logic at